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R.56265, F/0 HUBERT BROOKS, R.C.A.F.
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1. Brooks baled out over Oldenburg on the night of the 8/9th April,

———194% smd-wate-three <.evaatons-from PN, J:u.mxﬂl,? On- the ﬁ.rht t.uo
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occasions he w.s caught after being at liber¥y for a few' ays. .a\nf reds

His thira escape in May 1945 was t0 ¢ safe addrese given hy'tho
A.&,-in Czestochowa, . . 4= . . ' . -
> -a 'Y wde -+ &}
The A.X, signalled Lond.on aaking for a check of . Brooks' identity and
that bf -his escape compe.nion, £875963, Sgt..(I. -Dundan, Goraon -
fﬂighl-_-ndecra. w wes sam M ce e - .
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The eaeapera renain.d in the—Cneatochou area for six months,

£ vi bill illet 1 villages.
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Two months af ter thelr &rrivul t.hey were-accepted into tbe AK,,
-working in the-®TERENOWKA®, Their.work coneisted.im doing patrols,

and in liquidating Gestapc ugents.- They tontinued doing this work
for four months, .pparently a previstonery period, after which they
- ware traasferred into the guerilla AK, -Forces in. lovtnber 1943,
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The unit to uhich Brooks na-attached wis coulndad by Lieut,
ZARISZA, and wae the first group of 4its kind.to be formed in Poland.
It was located at Mt, TURBACZ, in-the GORCrange of the WRestern

- —BRSKIDS, —end -numbered 40 men, Their-activities consisted -:Ln‘p trolling- :

the:l.r arsa and in raiding Gernan food-convoyss . - i~

R % t -~ - - N e Y e

attackea it killing two Poles, - The reat escuped.:<«The-paurty then

6. {0!1 Lécenber £8th, 19485, nhen only 15 men were in the-camp, the Germens

- B84 s-The-party
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aplit. and movea to cufferent areap for reforming.
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Aftor rofornnuon-mww—u .unitgof 15 men ‘f “’g“'g

- (8gd, Duncen mwe Asbyle). -This unit raided the Police Station ut
OCBUFNICA on 19th February; x5 policemen were caAptured, with arms, and
one German sand one Polish policeman were killed - five were wounded.

Partisan casialties-wére one killed, - . - s
?then moved-to the hills at PRZESLUP, and were attaeked by a
party of 60 Cermen genaarmes on Zlst:February. - After two hours of

' fighting the perty broke through the encircling Germéns, and s.ent into

_ hiding-in a cave 4in the hills, having lost-five men-killed, German
-casualties were #ix killed and an unknown number-wounded.

- - - & ..
The Party rue.ined in close conceslment for a week while Gema.n search
parties combed the irea for them. Aftsr things—ked-quietuned down

4 they—mcvei~lu GLOPHICE ¥in STaRY bAO?; “..here. they.rifbm.d during

i’ebmary and hrch.

The corpuny noﬁ pumbered 110 men ana w‘a ed 1s Bn., lat P.o.P.,
0/C Lieut, ZAMIEZA, Brooks us-ﬁm-ﬁrﬁ-rmrvf—a;‘&outrrm
put in commund-of & group of 40 men, his 2 1/c being -Sgt. Duncan.,
From Inrch t.o lay tha vnit cnrriod out ambushee oh Garmns (mostly food
convoys) and liguiaations of Gestapo: Agente and Volkadeutch. Thus on
8th May, Brooks, Duncan snu two Poles were given orcers to liquidate a
- certein SIKORA, a Gestepo confidant iiving near LACKO. SIKORA had
acquirea consicerable wealth in his uealings with the Germuns and was
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a constant source of cianjgtr to the A.K.. lio was shot at
ﬂu'm 10,00 hours ana hiz plstol wus taken from him, follosing which
L

/7:v~w:? " bis house was raided end a quantity of arnaIunn apzunition taken from
i, e v sed 1t. The liquidation squad) them returned to PHZLSLUP, where

‘thecki wis now stationsd,

'12 On 1xth H.q Bmon'ﬂgmmm.ﬁnnn.pnml o:-aom, 1
.~"#"kITling three ana wounding five. 5
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13. | On l4th May, Brooks with four men ubqahod a_Grensschyts Poct
= | at PIsNICZMA, wounaing four aen.

(""f""ﬂ fAn. RS‘.P Q
/ 14, fbovhi-m gtayed in biulng at x..aou waiting for ordora from

London to blos up an fmportant railway tunnel at K~MIONKA (between

HOuY SACZ ana GORLICE), Orders 0id not arrive anu while waiting -
. | they executed three Ukrainian confidants at LABONA,

L

15.  About iZmd Ihy, gsuwf i arfived by alr from Iti.l,y,)

.. . _E£as attuched &/ £ officer organised a rald on
¢ = the S.0, at KAMIENICA in which.Brooks® u-ty took parts This
action took place on -'.St-h May ag follows:-_ Duncary
i} . A lorry, full of _S.S., wos ubnnh-d Ln dqy he and :many of the {
occupants were killed, The same night the ¢ entered the
. |} town apd ecallea upon the 5.5. to surrendsr, which they did without
. ' firing a shot., Large gquantities of _arms and unuq.it.ton Kere

captured on thias occasion.
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16. | On «6th HMay, the _romrnod ta the PRZL&LDP am. xhere they
ambushed & lorry load of Germuns, six of whom were killed and s
,16 wounded, The pume night_ they destroyed two bunkers at ¢
aZ.LLCtl‘l‘OlA, on thajlovakim border. .
. av . G 8 ol ®
17. On May éﬂt.h the #a. returned to SLOFEICE, vhere they received their
first supply drop from Italy. The supplies srrived safely and in
. good order and were much appreciaigd...Tha party was now,quite wsll !
.argped, bein, in possession of a considerable_ameunt of. captured arrd/ +
. Germsn stores emu of Eritish arms and equipment. Those _were used
to good effect agains} German L.F.‘l'l. and bu.nqul. .
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18.  About this {ime the Vice-Presidant eof the Propagand; Depts., of the
| Generales Covernsaent, arrived with a friend nglogiliu to jJoin

a hunting party, Hs wuo amburhed and captured Fith "his friend
kby brooks and [uncan while In the woods, apd was uecntod at
SIOPNICE. | . In reprisal for this 30 Polish prisonorl :Ln ERAKOW were
shot by the Germans.
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19, - On fth:June.a full scale uattack w.s organised on tho KabINA railway
station. B:-ook.a, buncsn mummwmmu )
quarters and aisarmed 8 Cermons forming tbe poet. luring this {
l time Liemat. PRZIXJACIEL cestroyed the tele-communications room in
<+ -+ - . 8 0ifferept part of the station, soq & traip load of 0.7, mep, to
- which was attachsd 4 ck load of smmunition, was mttpcked by the
main strength of the- 7™ In this action Lieut, ZaRIS Z-A_uo chot
through the knee, ani one Pole was killed. Following this the attack
:. .} on the traip wue sbanuopned «s the element of surprise bed begn lost,
. { enc the $@/ wlitharew. Before withdrasl Brooks h-g the eight
.4 Bahpschuts men shot. This was & reprisal for t.he 'hoot.ing by the
.Germans of a Sgt. Sulliven, who had been cgpt;u.rod and_shot while on
bis way to join brooks unit. Brooks says that an account of the
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circumstances of fulliven's Qeath had. besn telegraphed to London.
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20. On l4th June, Brooks .ith Lieut. Mlk ama a party of 14 nen,
ambushed 40 Germung who wery énigz.;ed in driving asuy 2 herd of
over 100 hwad of cattle taken from the Poles. Two Germans were
J killed ama therestﬂ-dluvingm herd in the hunus of the

. — -

partteans. - e e et
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“l. In July an ambush was orgunised on a train is-the stutica-at

PORABKE., They were not sucessaful in blowiag uy the truin,.but

it was shot up &nu & number oiGermsms wers killed., In Teprisal

for. this the tesn of PORABEA wes burat aown and 4Q Poles, incluuing

gaall chilaren, were burnt alive. v =
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«2, In July th. h‘;ﬂrm callec to the assistance of the A.K,...
FJorces in the nedghbowriag MYSLMIICE area, who were being attacked in
fores by the Germans. JFierse battle todk,placs at WIENIONO and
LIPNIK, in the courss of shizh o taxky and ssveral armoured cars
ssre destroyed, urod car ciptured and over aighty Germans
Xilled on the %‘ sétor, Following further Garman ¢oncentrations,
wvhich brought up their total forces to 6,000, the A.K. uait withdrew,
In reprisal for thess battles the Germans destroyec the town of

BIPAIK,

t3, | The uit.hnruiu forcea were pursued by t.ne Ooruu, who surrounded
Mrooks and his group of 40 fen at STACZIN, nearSARIZIDNA and
STRZYLYCB. Brooks lec his detachment out of the encirclemept without
esesusliies, through heavy fiTimg.™ Ia this éctién SﬂWm was
of ve est assistunmce ang behavea with exemplary.courag
,g..f:...‘ LUl pay dd Nk L 5N fasent a/m Tie aaZ.-...,
. e4, Early in sugust information was sl ks . el officer, who
o v&ss responsible for the FORASKA maspssors, 2180 & Bahngehuts ofﬂ.cnr,
-8 { were stayin, st LIRZXZICE.. Brooks set out with three mea t&tﬁn
#Lhuc offieers, and sas sucesssful in ehooting Lhem. ht.h.f f 2 /’m
6, Early in beptember: nroon “and Duncnn were on:lcred to report at Brigade
E.Qs in ormder to.deal with five Americams whe had beeh shot down at
- JABLONKA (SLOVAKIA) and a British escaper, 11721 Pte.B.#.Curtis,U.D.F.

i&,’_{gzhrom then roport.oa to m&ﬁ. mre hu tnl orﬁond, on
instractions froa Italy, to f4{nd a suit:ble ldna field for an Yo
JyCal-] sireraft which was to pick dg:mm agd Britiasn “cffora. I!'t.e‘bh
about t.o weeks seurch, PBrooks founa a guitable I‘ie].u, cetaiis of

JM vhich were tele,rupbsu to Ituly, bat no siperaft materialiged.
1S '?' .~ | About. this time F/ideut, SCHOFFLR, 1586 Flight, sho had heard of
W “ the possibility of evacuation by uir, turned up, as well es nine more
Aacricans.
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. —¥FAt, SCEOFFLH was u mcmber of a x‘olish nixbcrow based at BRINDISI,
i% ano bad ben cthot wown while ltt-nlpun.g to cupply I.ABS&I in Beptenbor,
1944, i

£7. . On the night of .8th Leceaber, w aireruft from Italy aropped.s.large
anocunt of stares, incluaiag twitish apgd German erms and wmaunition end
clothing, all of w.nlch sere receivec safely. At the sane time lc men
were dropped, About this time Brook:c wsus teld that a British Migsion
. counsisting of a Colonel, another ofﬂcor, a C.S.l ana » 8Bgt., was
. being seat to.Polamd. .

The raception of the Abon stores anu men was arranged by TOLEX, gaid
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to be n friend of KOGUT. Brooks took & very poor view of
.~ TOLEX's ebilities &ni sould likk to make an adverss._report
concarning him. e el
L& =
8., | Septubcr «Oth an A.K, cu,p nt. OCHDTIICE uaa t.tttcud by
the Germsns in lLirgs farce aha used A.F.V'S 882 alvcr-bombers
ana all availeble forcen wure ruuhed to thc snpport of the
) Pulews  Thobettie lustia tMrooonysurErtie Corwen withcrew e
-] &fter losing 800 killea.
- v e, -
:29., . In early Jopmary, 1945, Brookl took pars iy &n act.ion ut. SZA.;L
whare the Germans attacksd in forcse: Fightimg lasted about a
weak and’ was broken off by the Germans owing to the advasce of the
Bussians.
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50... . On 1lith Jenuary, Brooks was told that the escape. ajierafl would
definitely not prrive, apd on tha mt.\dag the. ares_wsss dver-run
i by the Fussians, to whom the imericans at orck declarsd.themselves.
{ Brocks, luncan, feswirs amd Sehoffer also decldea.to.report to the
Rassimns without revealing their connection.with. the 'R &
Schoffer was passed off to thke Russians as & Canscisma pilot, since
Ahe. party wus.copvinced thet he would be shot iamediately by the
. {Russians if they thought bt was a Pole. . The escapers were received
without any enthnsiesm by the Hussiana, who marched them._in forced
stages to GRABIE an then to MISLERNICE, a alstance of about 60 ims.
. They then acoompenied the Ruscian unit to whieh thsy ware attached
- ta BIELSXO, which was in the front.lice. Here the; stayea for three
43ys, beimg treatsd very inbospitably. . Jkey werd very baaly fed,
" ---Imih the Ruszizns nazo plenty of (ooc imerican eenmed food. _ .
. Frow BIELIKO they were sant by .truck to MOeY BACZ, wherée they met
14 Americans, anu where they stayed 2§ weeks. Durinyg this time they
. .. .Were.all trsated more or less as. prisoners.and contimued.to receive
. . ..very bad food, although the Rusuians themselves.fared wery well.
. In this connsction the Newe Chronicle heading of ifnd March says:-
SFIRST PRISONERS HOUMi FHUM OVASEA SAY HUSSIAN FOOD. MaRVELLOUS®,
This waa doubtless sald sarcastically.
- ’ « ad 31 . PR
: lhuo in NOKY b4CZ, Brooks eont.neud a P, P.s. ¥/3 post,.tnd
e ,lrmnpdror thes %0 sent a’dignal. to the U.E, .Apmounciag that
Brooks, with 17 Americuns, three Eritish and one Belgian, were
.-being sent via LEON end KIEV t4 OLESSA, .The party sant.by truck to
. LEO¥ where they stayea a fex.aays, . Erooks reports. ths following
.iteas ariging from conversations x{th Poles whom he met in LiONi-

.77 (a)' Boures - girl belonging to the A.K., deseribed by.Brooks es
. raliuhle. .E£5,000 A.K. men have bean deported. to &I.beria.

(v) _ Every celler in the town of RILMO and the town.of K.ROSIO 18 Srwdrs-
Be‘lﬂ;‘n'd for housing arrected Foles.
T - L S—— - s
(¢) .The Qntirc Folish populstion of LWON is under orders to rove
west of the Curson Line at short notice. e ok
5. The Party proceeded froms L:Q# to KIEV by »eed froa KILV to.
ODESSA by rail, arriving there sarly in March, Yood and
sccommodation.at OLESSA mere very bed. T R N
o = R - o . . mE e
53,. Brooks reports thet a Polish dostor, .who.had.previously served Iln
the O,T., joined the gartisans at Brigads K.Q. in Septecber 1944.
He acteu as & German spy and gave valu.ble information to the
~- Gormans. He finally esceped. from the partisans at the end of

. -
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. Brooke econsidered that the position of the *dfé?'lt%ﬂk dhe entry
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September and wes last heara of 1o MSZaNA, He wae sentenced

“to death by Major BOROWY, but, as far as Brooke knows, was not

csught. Brooks cennot remember his nume, but says that he wae
well known in NO®Y TARG, He wis aged about 350, weight 200 1bs,
height &' /7", bald.

of the Rugsians is far worse than before, In his sreu the Red

Army complotely devaststeu the countryeide, looting absolutely
everythigg wovsble from the houses, even including furniture,
Meabers of the eaucatea clesses were being srrested ang information
&6 to theirfuate after arrest was not availuible. At the time of
Brooks' departure the A.K. hea gone beck into hiding and were
determinea not to reveul themselves to the Russians.

Brooks was awarged the Polish Crloseé of Valour by Mujor BOROAY
for gullantry dn the Field, and he holdc & certificate to that
effect. This award could doubtless be confirmed by the Polish
authorities in London. g

Brooks speaks quite good Polish and is evidently a2 resourceful,
courageous anc security minded person. His cover story 1o the
Ruesians, st reported in the News Chronicle of «2nd March, was that
be had escaeped from & German prison camp three days before being
over-run by the Russlans. ‘
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220d March, 1945.
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