Canad;”Rushes Fliers’ Trdining
~ In Series of Specialized Schools

lm&ucfart Turned Out in Thousands for
Work at Fields That Stretch Across
quiniqn———Many Americans in Service

" By FREDERICK GRAHAM

* @pecial to THE Naw YORK TIMES.

| OTTAWA, Feb. 12—Before Adolf
Hitler 'shifted ‘the world’s interest
in airplanes from commercia_l to
military models the Royal Canadian
Air Force had about 3,500 men and
not more than 300 airplanes of all
types.  ‘Only a relatively small num-
ber of its men were pilots and many
of its planes Wwere near obsoles-

cence,

To the average Canadian it must
have seemed that the R. C. A. F.'s
chief reasons for being were the
work it was doing in mapping Can-
ada with aerial cameras and in
maintaining a small nucleus _o_f
trained military airmen. In a mili-
tary sense it was neither a threat
nor a bulwark, .

Today the R, C. A, F. is 40,000
strong, counting students, and has
2,000 planes of various types in ac-
tive service. It is at the beginning
of a training program calculated to
turn out-thousands of well trained
airmen every year in a continuous
stream. It is definitely a military
potential- of great value.

Everywhere the traveler in Can-
ada: sees men of all ages in smart
military uniforms of air.force blue.
The grey-halred ones are instruc-
tors, administrative officers.or sea-
goned technicians., The jaunty,
eager looking ones who seem to be
of high school or college age are
the airmen or students.
youngsters are in a great majority.

‘Rushed Program In Effective

A tour of a few representative
_units of the ?fifty schools now op-
. erating in Canada under the British
Commonwealth alr training plan is
enough toemphasize this change
and to convince any one that Can-
ada is going “‘full out’’ on the pro-
gram of producing airmen for the

war against the Axis powers. Al

gether hurriedly,
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new class enters and another leaves

1 every month.

]

he
field
Air Filled With Airplanes

As long as there is enough light
for flying the air above Trenton is
alive with airplanes. The huge air-
part, level as a pool table with its
packed snow covering, is never free
of planes landing or taking off

when the weather permits tlying,
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| of the plan is the fly-

ing school at Trenton, Ont., where
instructors ‘are ‘being -turned out.
There are 2;500 men and officers at
the field under the command of
| Group Captain T, &, Lawrence, a
veteran' R, C. A. F. officer, and

One hundred and sjxty planes,
ranging- from ' the bright yellov;
an
Gypsy Moths, used in elementary
training, to sleek Fairey Battles of
the type used by the British at
Dunquerque and twin-engine Avro-
Ansons used in service flying train-

From .morning to night young
men seem to be rushing. from one
4 lecture room to another, dropping

s textbook to grab a machine gun,

oing from the armament school or
observers school to the flying
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Royal Canadian Air Force., They
mix well and easily with the Cana-
dians, Britons, Australians and New
Zealanders and make excellent air-
men. Most of them, it was pointed
out, come from the southern part
of the United States.

At Malton, Ont., where an elemen-
tary flying school is in full swing,
the pattern is much the same.,
There the youngsters just out of an
initial training school get their first
flight training as pllots and air ob-|
gervers. ~ Although they use the|
same airport, the pilot and observ-
ers schools are separate. Both are
owned and operated by private cor-
porations on a limited profit basis.
Dressed in woolly flying suit and
wearing leather helmet, goggles and
parachute seatpack, the youngster
goes up for his first dual flight. The
instructor, who in many cases was
a private flier before the war and
frequently was & bugsiness man who
had turned over his work to others
30 he could aid the flying training
plans, sits in the rear cockpit of a
tiny 125-horsepower biplane of the
Fleet Finch or the Gypsy Moth type.
A glass canopy over the cockpit
makes a plane much more com-
fortable than during the World
War, while reducing the sensation
of speed. :

The Gosport plan, an instruction
system worked out at Gosport, Eng-
land, during the last war, is em-
ployed. The instructor tells the
student what to do, why to do it,
and then shows him what happens
when he does it and when he does
not. After an average of eight hours
of dual flying, the student is sent
up alone. And from there on it is
his show. He stays at the school.
until he has fifty hours of flying.

Planes Land on Smooth Srnow

All day the tiny yellow planes
take off from the broad acres of
Malton Airport. In landing they
come ‘‘putt-putting’”’ over the edge
of the hangars and down to the
smooth snow. Now and then one
lands on one wheel, kicks up a
spray of snow and either settles to
both wheels with a bump or goes
up to try it again, i
There have been only three deaths
in elementary training at Malton.
All were lost when two planes, each
with instructor and student collided
while one was landing and the other
taking off. )

Landing on gnow is not easy be
cause the eye is not at its best in
depth perception against solid |
white. Instructors watch them from
the ground and after the .student
has climbed out of his craft he
walks over to hear what he did
wrong. ) . .

The sarcastic, shouting type of
instructor seems to have gone the
way of the Jenny planes, for they
now talk in mild tones just as pri-
vate instructors talk .to private
students. The students are ex-
tremely eager and frequently go’
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Most of the students look a ‘great
deal like high school boys, and
some of them, particularly when
wearing the flying suits, have g
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one can be heard giving himself a
pep talk about some flaw in his

Instructors Praise Caution

One, just ready for a solo tal

off, had his engine spit and co?.lkg?;
as he gave it the throttle. - Tt
caught again, almost Immediately,
but the instruetor waited for a spli£
second to see what his student

8
e

would do. The plane slowed d
turned and taxie k 1o
theed d slowly back to

‘“That’s what makes goo i i
he instructor remarkedg to’:1 s,

of civilians sta, .
“That kig nding near

cought might not
thmghat all. e oen
0 ahead with it, pyt he’
tau'fht not to take foolishsrgsfsn
e’'ll tind there are enough of the;
necessar% ;’und after while,
- e Observer Schoo]
win-Engine Avro-At?s?onas,t Mo

the students call «f ooh
U Tyin -
Oouses’’ because of they ariofrl;gegf

nose of the ship an i
cr';l;npe% rear §u: ?u?!{:e(;ther i the
€ observer navigates i
aions that sometimesgtakse :np{::e-
?uttover Lake Ontario, He must
n theory, navigate to g certairf
Point and then “lay his eggs.”’ Th
students in thig school seem. ¢
older than thoge in the el
flying school.
88 than 10 per cent of ft,
gs‘:xtl at the obgerver scholzs s;g;
ashed out” there before taking

n the elementary flying school
course. The object
wash out”

dent, throttled h ., L0 8 stu-la
Shocten ,‘mﬁ.{x}- ﬁzzx‘ing down &:id uvrirg;n tmes:zré as possible, thug
;I‘:‘:n" Anéther s & 0, was from |of the high degr égo:;: Becauge
ma:: f_l}?m Geo, A ;0311 Florids, lecting the boys in the ?.“" In se-
t0 ofticialy' SUher. Btates, aovorner®|20d the strict jnstruari P20
clals ¢4 th » according |watchfu) eye all alor uction ang
Officers - e school, tary schoo all-along the elemen-,

Americans ¢XPlained that
flying ”i%’&?"me with con-ider:b!;e
o orience, have joinéd the

Yy jcentage of th
Weap Wiﬂgs e Btuden

pocket on-thefr -Jackets,

t& high per
S goes on
over the left brea:

PEE 12 19A
i
{
i
=)
8]
3
- N
) &
;
<>
K-
e _
4
B\ E‘ /,' :! i/
rﬂ- - it ~‘
/ /
/\} Yo ! lyv'i;.,}



